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More Hype
New Propagation Mode via

Square 

Waves!



Propagation Hype
Cycle 25 Prediction

“the National Center for Atmospheric 
Research in Boulder, Colorado is 
predicting that the sunspot cycle that 
started this fall could be one of the 
strongest since record-keeping 
began”
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Hype vs. Reality
TV News “Vision” of Programming

“If it Bleeds it Leads”

NOVA’s Dramatic Music & Narration

New Cars Sales Commercials

Over-the-Top Political…
“Alternative Facts”



Define Hype
Noun: 

Extravagant or Intensive 

Publicity or Promotion

Consider Who or What is Promoted



Propagation Misinformation
Listen to HF/VHF/UHF

“The Bands are Dead Today”
“Nobody is on 20 meters CW”
“Is 10 meters Open?”

Subscribe to Any E-Mail List
“R5 Blackout This Week”  (Actually R1)
“CME Changed Receive Frequencies”
“15 meters Was Dead Yesterday” 
   [I worked 7 DX Stations]



Dispelling Hype & 
Misinformation

Don’t Pass On the “I heard…” Comments

Check Reliable Sites/Sources
It Takes Seconds to Get the Facts

Do Your Experiences Match Reliable Sources?

Compare Your Antennas Against Others’*

Learn More Propagation Science
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HamQSL.com



KC2G.com



KC2G.com



Reverse Beacon Network



PSK Reporter



Space Weather Prediction Center



VOA Coverage Analysis Program



DX Maps 6m Spots 5 Dec 1445 UTC



ClubLog



10m Propagation



HamSCI



SpaceWeather.com



What Do the Data Mean?
 http://bandconditions.com/PROP.htm for more

 Solar Flux Index-10.7cm “Noise” Solar Activity Measure
50-Very Low 300-Very High
Relates to F2 Layer Intensity; Low Intensity=Low Bands

 A & K Magnetometer Readings
K Measured 8x Daily 0=Inactive 9=Extreme Activity
   Quasi-Logarithmic  Higher is Worse for Propagation
A is Linear Average of 8 Previous K Values
0=Quiet (Good) 400=Severe Storm (Bad)

 K ≤ 3 is Good A ≤ 15 is Good

http://bandconditions.com/PROP.htm


What Do the Data Mean?
 SOLAR FLUX

 50 - 159 = POOR

 160 - 200 = SO SO

 201 - 300 = GREAT

 K INDEX - TODAY (1X)

 9 - 4 = STORM

 3 - 0 = CALM

 A INDEX - LAST 24 HOURS (8X)

 400 - 16 = STORM

 15 - 0 = CALM
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Duke City Hamfest 2025
A Real Convention

Many Presentations
Full Day Seminars
Vendors, Private Sellers, Plus Tailgate

Commercial Convention Center

Keynote Speaker

Many Prizes

 “Best Hamfest in the Southwest U.S.”

www.dukecityhamfest.org 

http://www.dukecityhamfest.org/


Summary
Hype

Misinformation

Reality Sources

What do the Data Mean?

Dispelling Hype & Misinformation

Questions?



Propagation Reality Sources
 https://www.solarham.net/index.htm 
 https://www.hamqsl.com/solar.html#addwebsite
 https://prop.kc2g.com/
 https://www.reversebeacon.net/srch.php
 pskreporter.info 
 https://www.contestuniversity.com/files/
 https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/
 https://www.voacap.com/ 
 https://www.dxmaps.com
 clublog.org 
 hamsci.org 
 http://arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive-propagation 
 https://www.arrl.org/files/file/QST/This%20Month%20in%20Q

ST/2024/12%20December%202024/12-24%20Luetzelschwab.pdf 
  http://k9la.us. 

https://www.solarham.net/index.htm
https://www.hamqsl.com/solar.html#addwebsite
https://prop.kc2g.com/
https://www.reversebeacon.net/srch.php
http://www.pskreporter.info/
https://www.contestuniversity.com/files/
https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/
https://www.voacap.com/
https://www.dxmaps.com/
http://www.clublog.org/
http://www.hamsci.org/
http://arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive-propagation
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/QST/This%20Month%20in%20QST/2024/12%20December%202024/12-24%20Luetzelschwab.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/QST/This%20Month%20in%20QST/2024/12%20December%202024/12-24%20Luetzelschwab.pdf
http://k9la.us/
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